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On-line research into the loss of the barque

Wapella,
which was wrecked at Dyffryn in January, 1868.

A Barque; taken from ‘The Illustrated Marine Encyclopedia’ by Captain H. Paasch.
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 1.0 Abstract
The Malvern Archaeological Diving Unit (MADU) currently has a database of 453 
shipwrecks in the north end of Cardigan Bay in north west Wales. These wrecks date from 
1590 to 1993 and very few have been investigated in any depth! 

The author of this report is an amateur diver who has visited many of the shipwrecks around 
the Welsh coast between Barmouth and the Dee Estuary. He wrote and published ‘The 
Essential Underwater Guide to North Wales, Volumes One and Two’, and co-wrote ‘Life and 
Death on the Royal Charter’. 
He is also the licensee of the submarine ‘Resurgam’, a historic vessel that lies on the seabed 
off Rhyl after being lost in 1880.
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3.0 Introduction
During the 19th-Century, a brisk trade existed transporting cotton from the southern states of 
the USA to Liverpool, with this cargo often being carried in American-built ships such as the 
‘Wapella’.
Many cotton-laden vessels successfully crossed the Atlantic Ocean only to come to grief 
on the coast of Wales. The ‘Rambler’ (1810), the ‘Diamond’ (1825), the ‘Crire’ (1825), the 
‘Transit’ (1839), the ‘Pride of the Sea’ (1854), the ‘John Bannerman’ (1855), the ‘Oberon’ 
(1860), the ‘Danube’ (1861),  the ‘Arago’ (1866), the ‘Kenilworth’ (1870) and the ‘Missouri 
(1886) amongst many others, all succumbed to the perils of the Welsh coastline when only 
a few miles from their destination of the River Mersey. Sadly, the ‘Wapella’ came ashore at 
Dyffryn, near Barmouth, in January, 1868, with the loss of eleven lives. 

Note that the spelling of the town of Porthmadog varies in the early newspapers, so it may 
appear as ‘Port Madoc’ or ‘Portmadoc’. ‘Tudwal’ also appears as ‘Tudwall’ or ‘Tudwel’.
Aberystwyth appears as ‘Aberystwith’.
Caernarfon appears as ‘Carnarvon’ or ‘Caernarvon’.
Wherever possible, the spellings in the published newspapers have been used.

4.0 Background.
The author has been keen to identify the shipwrecks that he has visited along this stretch 
of coastline, but by researching the fate of the ‘Wapella’, he has been able to eliminate this 
vessel from his list. 

5.0 Research Methodology.
Equipment and sources used:
Richard Larne’s Shipwreck Index of the British Isles. West Coast and Wales.
Gwynedd Archives Record Office, Caernarfon.
Denbighshire Records Office, Ruthin.
British Library on-line newspaper records.
National Library of Wales on-line records.
Lloyd’s List records.
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Vessel Name/s Wapella.
Type Barque.

Built - Date Laid down
Launched 1865.

Builder William Rogers.
Where built. Bath, Maine, USA.

Construction Materials Wood.
Decks Two.
Bulkheads

Propulsion Type Sail.
Details

Dimensions Length 149 ft  ins      / 45.42 metres
Beam 31 ft ins      /   9.45 metres
Draught 22 ft ins      /  6.7 metres

Tonnage Registered 
tonnage

728.

Owner First William Rogers.
A. & E. Reed

Last B.C. Bailey

Registry Port Bath, Maine, U.S.A.
Flag U.S.A
Number

History Routes From U.S.A.
To U.K. 

Cargo Cotton.
Final Voyage From New Orleans

To Liverpool
Captain Isaac Orr
Crew Twelve
Passengers Three
Cargo Cotton, staves and oil cake. 

Wrecking Date January, 1868
Location Dyffryn Beach, near Barmouth.
Cause Bad weather.

Loss of life Numbers Captain, nine crew and one passenger.
Outcome Total wreck. Hull and cargo sold on the beach.
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Dyffryn Beach

Dyffryn Beach
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6.0 Details.
Vessel Name: Wapella.
Type: Barque.  
Built 1865 at Bath, Maine, USA. 
Owner: B.C. Bailey.
Registered tonnage: 728 tons. 
Construction Materials: Wooden hull. 
Dimensions: 149 feet by 31 feet by 22 feet.
Two decks.

Location.
Dyffryn beach, north of Barmouth.

Overview. 
During a career that only lasted from 1865 until January, 1868, the ‘Wapella’ was described 
as having ‘behaved splendidly, sailed well, and made money’. It was such a pity that her 
working-life was so brief, as she ended her days aground and pounded by the surf on the 
exposed beach at Dyffryn in North Wales.
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Newspaper Reports.

The Aberystwith Observer. 25th January 1868
LAMPETER. A HEAVY GALE. Late on Saturday last the above town and neighbourhood was 
visited by a terrific gale from the north-west. It commenced early in the morning, and raged 
throughout the whole day, accompanied with heavy rain, so that a great flood rose in the Tivy. 
Towards night the gale moderated.

The Pembrokeshire Herald and General Advertiser. 31st January 1868.
SHIPWRECK AND LOSS OF ELEVEN LIVES. On Friday night, about eleven o’clock, the 
barque Wampella [SIC], of Bath; U.S., 720 tons, Captain Orr, from New Orleans to Liverpool 
with cotton, stranded on the beach five miles north of Barmouth. All remained on board till 
morning, when they entered two boats, which instantly capsized amongst the breakers, and out 
of the fifteen persons only four, two men, a boy and a woman were saved. Captain Orr and the 
officers were lost. 

North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality. 1st February 1868.
THE GREAT STORM. The severe weather which prevailed at the end of last week has 
been attended by serious effects, and the reports of disasters to shipping are very numerous. 
Throughout Friday the wind blew heavily, and on Saturday morning it changed from the South 
to W.N.W. It continued more or less severe during Saturday, and it was not until between four 
and five o’clock on Sunday morning that it began to abate.

Carnarvon & Denbigh Herald. February 1st, 1868:
BARMOUTH. WRECK OF THE BARQUE WAPELLA, AND LOSS OF LIFE. 
On the afternoon of Friday, the 24th ult., this coast was visited by a terrific gale. At dawn on 
the morning of Saturday, the 25th ult., a vessel was seen under Dyffryn, near Barmouth, and 
Mr. J. Jenkins, Customs-officer, and Mr. E. Evans, National Schoolmaster and Lloyd’s agent, 
immediately proceeded to the spot, with the understanding that should the lifeboat be required, 
a message would be sent per railway. When they reached the wreck it was found that eleven of 
the crew and passengers were beyond human aid. The facts in connection with this melancholy 
affair, as communicated to us by one of the saved, are as follows: She missed her course for 
Liverpool; was knocking about the bay all day, and finally driven by the storm on the beach, 
about ten o’clock on the night of the 24th ult. The night was densely dark, and they had not the 
least idea where they were. Remained on board until eight o’clock on the morning of Saturday, 
the 25th ult. Still dark. Remained under the stern of the vessel, in three boats, until nine o’clock 
a.m.; it was then getting daylight, so they pushed off for the shore, and the three boats were 
swamped by the breakers and surf in an instant, within a few yards of the land. Four were 
saved, two seamen and two passengers, a boy and a woman. A short time before casting off 
from the vessel, the captain took off his life-belt, and gave it to the boy, saying ̀ Let there be one 
saved; here, my boy, take this.’ The boy was saved. He was a little German passenger from New 
Orleans. The vessel proved to be the barque Wapella, from New Orleans for Liverpool, with a 
cargo of cotton, staves, and oil cake, 728 tons register, and a crew of twelve and three passengers. 
The following is a list of the drowned: Isaac Orr, commander, Edward Jackson, mate, both 
of Bath, America; Geo. Thompson, second mate, a Swede; Geo. Wills, steward, Irish; Frank 
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Bacon, George Turner, and John Winslow, all of Bath, America; John . . ., a Prussian; Richard 
Martin, of Greenock; Tom . . ., a Swede, all seamen. Ellen Watkins, a passenger belonging to 
Beaumaris. Saved: Andrew Matson, a Swede; Michael Duggan, of Liverpool, both seamen; 
Bridget Burns of Clonmel, county of Tipperary, and the German boy, both passengers. None 
of the bodies of those drowned have been found. Had the crew remained on board a few hours 
more, in all probability, they would have been rescued. The cargo will be saved. 

Shields Daily News. Friday 07 February 1868. 
THE WRECK OF THE WAPELLA. At Barmouth, North Wales, on Sunday morning, three 
bodies were found floating about 30 yards from the shore. On being brought to land they were 
recognised to be those of Capt. Isaac Lincoln Orr, master of the Wapella, 728 tons register, from 
New Orleans to Liverpool, with crew of twelve and three passengers, and a cargo of cotton, 
staves and oil cake, which was driven on the beach on the night of the 24th ult.; George Wills, 
ship’s steward: and Frank Bacon, seaman. On Tuesday an inquest was held at the Llandwye 
Inn. The facts were deposed to by the survivors, and a verdict of “Accidental death” was 
returned. The bodies were interred the same afternoon in Llandwye churchyard,

Carnarvon & Denbigh Herald. February 8, 1868.
DYFFRYN SHIPWRECK. The Wapella became a complete wreck during the gale on Friday 
evening and Saturday morning. Before that time it was confidently calculated that the whole 
cargo would have been saved, and a crew experienced in unloading was sent from Liverpool; 
but before their arrival the ship had been scattered by the storm, and scarcely 700 bales were 
recovered. None of the inhabitants of the coast would give the poor fellows a night’s lodging, 
partly from fear of them, and partly also from jealousy that men from a distance had been 
sent for, instead of employing the natives. Great praise is due to Mrs. Roberts, King’s Head, 
Dyffryn, for her exertions to find them lodgings, and when all refused, she flung her house open 
for them to sleep on the floor. The crew went off on Thursday back to Liverpool. It is rumoured 
that there was much drunkenness amongst some of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who 
found some casks of rum on the shore.

The North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality. 8th February 1868.
WRECK SALE. 

To be sold at Auction by 
DAVID JONES, on account of whom it may concern, on Tuesday the 11th. day of February, 
1868, at 1 o’clock, pm., prompt, on the Beach, at Dyffryn, near Barmouth. The Hull of the 
barque Wapella, built at Bath, U.S., in 1865, Copper fastened as it may there lie; also masts, 
yards, hemp, standing rigging, sails, boats, anchors, chains, running rigging staves, &c., &c. 
For particulars apply to Mr Alexander Smith, agent for owners; or to Mr John Flood, agent for 

Salvage Association, Underwriters’ room, Liverpool, at the Wreck.

Shields Daily News - Saturday 08 February 1868
There are a great number of casks of turpentine floating along the coast, and upwards of 
100 have been salved from five miles S to six miles NE of Aberystwith, and delivered to the 
Receiver of Wreck. Also a female full figure head about 6 1/2 feet in length, painted white, with 
gilt drapery.
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Cambrian News. Saturday, 15 February, 1868.
BARMOUTH. WRECK OF THE BARQUE “WAPELLA”, AND LOSS OF LIFE.
On the afternoon of Friday, the 24th. ult., this coast was visited by a terrific gale which brought 
destruction to a vessel in the bay, and, we are sorry to say, great loss of life. We have already 
recorded the loss of the Wapella, but proceed to give a longer account. At dawn on the morning 
of Saturday, the 25th, a vessel was seen under Dyffryn — about five miles on the beach from 
Barmouth. Mr J. Jenkins, customs’ officer, Mr E. Evans, National Schoolmaster, and Lloyd’s 
agent, proceeded along the coast to the vessel with an understanding that should the lifeboat 
be required, a message would be sent per railway ; but it was found, when they reached the 
wreck, that eleven of the crew and passenger, were drowned. The facts in connection with this 
melancholy affair, as communicated to us by one of the saved, are as follows:—The Wapella 
missed her course for Liverpool; was knocking about the bay all day, and driven by the storm 
on to the beach about ten o’clock on the night of the 24th. The night was densely dark, and they 
had not the least idea where they were; remained on board until eight o’clock on the morning 
of Saturday the 25th; still dark ; remained under the stern of the vessel, in three boats, until 
nine o’clock a.m.; it was then getting daylight; pushed off for shore, and the three boats were 
swamped by the breakers and surf in an instant. Ten men and one poor woman took their last 
leap, in broad daylight, within a few yards of land. Four were saved — two seamen and two 
passengers, a boy and woman. A short time before casting off from the vessel, the captain 
took off his life-belt and gave it to the boy, saying “ Let there be one saved; here my boy, take 
this.” The boy was saved; he is a little German passenger from New Orleans. The Wapella was 
bound from New Orleans for Liverpool, with a cargo of cotton, staves, and oil cake, 728 tons 
register, and a crew of twelve and three passengers. The following is a list of the drowned: lsaac 
Lincoln Orr, commander; Edward Jackson, mate (both of Bath, America); George Thomson, 
second mate (a Swede) ; Georgy Wills, steward (Irish); Frank Bacon, George Turner, and John 
Winslow (all of Bath, America); a Prussian; Richard Martin (of Greenock); Tom (a Swede); 
all seamen. Ellen Watkins (a passenger, belonging to Beaumaris). Saved. Andrew Watson (a 
Swede); Michael Duggan (of Liverpool) both seamen; Johan Beckman (a German); Bridget 
Barns (of Clonmel, County of Tipperary), passengers. Had the crew remained on board a few 
hours more, in all probability, they would have been rescued. The cargo will be saved: some 
eighty men, most of whom are from Liverpool, have arrived for that purpose. On the following 
Sunday morning, three bodies were found floating about thirty yards from the shore. On being 
brought to land they were identified as those of the captain, George Wills (steward), and Frank 
Bacon (seaman). On Tuesday afternoon an inquest was held upon the bodies at the Llanddwye 
Inn, by G. Jones Williams, Esq., the county coroner. Mr E. Evans was foreman of the jury. The 
facts of the wreck were deposed to by John Beekman and Michael Duggan, both of whom spoke 
of the kind treatment they had experienced at the hands of the inhabitants of Barmouth and the 
locality. The jury returned a verdict of “Accidentally drowned by the capsizing of a boat,” and 
the bodies were interred the same afternoon in Llanddwye churchyard, and were followed to 
their last resting place by a large number of people. On Thursday last, the body of the mate, 
George Thompson, was found on the Dyffryn beach, and another body, so decomposed to be 
almost beyond identification, was discovered on the beach below Llandanwg, near Harlech. 
A verdict of “Accidentally drowned” was returned at the inquest, which took place on Friday 
evening, and the bodies were interred at Llanddwye on the following morning. Up to January 
31st, 204 bales of cotton had been landed, and the salvage must have been considerable, the 
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cotton being strewed about the beach for a considerable distance. The vessel is a total wreck, 
only her hull being visible. 

Cambrian News. Saturday 15 February 1868. 
TOWYN. CAST ASHORE.
A great number of casks of rum were cast ashore on Wednesday and Thursday, between this 
town and Aberdovey, and on the coast north of Towyn. Some of the casks were taken to the 
Customs Officer at Aberdovey; others were pegged and the contents carried away and drunk by 
the wreckers, and a good deal of drunkenness prevailed as may be easily imagined. Turpentine 
and oil casks were also picked up, as well as pieces of timber. 

The New York Herald. February 16, 1868.
Barmouth. Jan. 28. The bark, Wapella, on shore under Dyffryn, is being discharged. The names 
of the crew that perished  are: Isaac Orr, commander; Edward Johnson, mate; Frank Bacon, 
George Turner and John Wilmslow, seamen, all of Bath, America; George Thomson, second 
mate, and Tom ----, a seaman, both of Sweden; George Wills, steward, an Irishman; Jogn -----, 
a Prussian, and Richard Martin, of Greenock - both seamen; Ellen Watkins, of Beaumaris, a 
passenger. The names of those saved are: Andrew Maison, a Swede, and Lichael Duggan, of 
Liverpool, both seamen; John Beechman, of New Orleans, and Bridget Burns, belonging to 
Clonmel, County of Tipperary - both passengers.

The flat, sandy beach between Barmouth and Mochras (Shell Island).
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Gore’s Liverpool General Advertiser. Thursday, 20 February, 1868.
On Account of Whom It May Concern.

This Day, Thursday the 20th. inst. at half-past one o’clock at the Public Sale Room, Exchange 
Buildings West, 

About 151 Bales COTTON
About 54 Part Bales DITTO

Saved from the wreck of the Wapello, from New Orleans to Liverpool; lying at Bigham’s 
Yard, Parliament Street. For further particulars, apply to Messrs. TAYLOR, TIPPER & Co., 

Merchants, or to 
J. PITCAIRN CAMPBELL

Broker to the Liverpool Underwriters and Protection of Wrecked Property Associations.

Llangollen Advertiser. 28th February 1868.
THE WRECK OF THE WAPELLA. On the 19th inst., two bodies were washed ashore at 
Dyffryn, from the wreck of the Wapella. One of the bodies was identified as that of Eleanor 
Watkins, the female passenger. On the 21st, another body was found on the beach, making the 
eighth, out of the ten drowned, that has been recovered.

The Pembrokeshire Herald and General Advertiser. 17th April 1868.
The National Lifeboat Institution has just granted a liberal reward to the three brave men for 
saving two persons from the wreck of the Wapella, which recently took place in the parish of 
Llanenddwyn, Carnarvonshire. This vessel was on her way to Liverpool from New Orleans, 
struck on St Patrick’s Causeway, and came ashore in a heavy sea. Eleven of the crew were 
lost, including Captain Orr. Four were saved. Two able seamen clung, in the best manner they 
could, to one of the boats, which was upset the instant they entered it. Two others, a youth 
of 16 years of age and a young woman who was a passenger, were saved with difficulty, and 
entirely by the exertions of men on the shore. A man went into the water up to his neck to meet 
the boy, and just grasped him before he finally sank. He carried him home on his shoulders, a 
distance of about a mile and a half, and so administered to his wants as to effect his complete 
restoration. The boy, who is a native of New Orleans, is so attached to his rescuer that he won’t 
leave his house, declaring that he has been as a father to him. He is afraid of crossing a river, 
and declares he will never go to sea again. The young woman would have been taken out to 
sea by the recession of a mighty wave had not a person who was in the sea snatched her, in an 
insensible state, and brought her on shore. John Jones and Robert James acted a very prominent 
part in saving the girl, as, when brought ashore, she was quite lifeless, and was considered so 
for a long while, but, through great attention and perseverance, especially on the part of John 
Jones, was ultimately restored, and in about two hours was in a fit state to be removed in a car 
to a public-house about two miles off, being one of nearest houses to the place.

The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. 18th April 1868.
NOBLE DEEDS. The Rev. William Jones, rector of Llancuddwyn, [SIC] Carnarvonshire, 
reports as follows a distressing shipwreck and the noble rescue of two persons. He says “A 
lamentable wreck occurred opposite my rectory some weeks since, of the barque Wapella, 
from New Orleans. Eleven of the crew were lost, including Captain Orr; four were saved. 
Two able seamen clung in the best manner they could to one of the boats, which was upset the 
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instant they entered it. Two others, a youth of 16 years of age, and a young woman, who was a 
passenger, were saved with difficulty, and entirely by the exertions of men on the shore. I wish 
particularly to call the attention of the National Lifeboat Institution to the rescue of the boy. A 
man in this parish went into the water up to his neck to meet him, and just grasped him before 
he finally sank. He carried him home on his shoulders, a distance of about a mile and a half, and 
so administered to his wants as to effect his complete restoration. The boy, who is a native of 
New Orleans, is so attached to him, that he won’t leave his house, declaring that he has been as 
a father to him. He is afraid of crossing a river, and declares that he never will go to sea again. 
We have here close to us St. Patrick’s Causeway, and I understand that the Wapella had struck 
upon that dangerous reef before she came on shore. There were several people engaged in doing 
some service, besides the man of whom I write. The young woman would have been taken out 
to sea by the recession of a mighty wave had not a person who was in the sea snatched her, in an 
insensible state, and brought her on shore.” The collector of customs adds that John Jones and 
Robert James acted a very prominent part in saving the girl passenger, as when brought ashore 
she was quite lifeless, and was considered so for a long while, but through great attention and 
perseverance, especially on the part of John Jones, she was ultimately restored, and in about 
two hours was in a fit state to be removed in a car to a public-house about two miles off, being 
one of the nearest houses to the place. The National Lifeboat Institution has granted a liberal 
reward to the three brave men for their highly meritorious services in saving the lad and the 
poor woman from death.

Other Wrecks.

North Wales Chronicle and Advertiser for the Principality. 1st February 1868.
NUMEROUS WRECKS ON THE WELSH COAST.—GREAT LOSS OF LIFE.
On Wednesday night, twelve or fourteen vessels were wrecked on the Gower coast, 
Glamorganshire, and it is feared that about thirty lives were lost. They had just left the Bury 
river port of Llanelly. The night being fine the masters of the vessels wished to take advantage 
of it, having long been storm-bound; but there was a terrific ground sea, and at the bar, near 
the mouth of the bay, it ran mountains high. This, however, did not deter the vessels from 
proceeding, as the masters thought they would soon be in smooth water; but, unfortunately, 
the wind was not sufficiently strong to take them over the bar. They consequently sank into the 
trough of the sea, and the water not being sufficiently deep to float them over, they grounded on 
the sands, and were literally knocked to pieces by the force of the waves. Of the nineteen vessels 
which left the port only five have returned, the remainder having, it is feared, become total 
wrecks. It is estimated that at least thirty lives have been lost. The scene of the disaster being 
a wild and remote coast, it is difficult to obtain full particulars but the following is believed to 
be a correct list of the wrecked vessels; The St. Catherine, of Fay, supposed to have gone down 
with all hands. The Eliza, of Jersey, lost with all hands, including a pilot, named Daniel Rees, of 
Llanelly. The Mary Ann, of Amlwch, lost with all hands, except a little boy, about twelve years 
of age, who, being terrified at the appearance of the sea when nearing the bar, jumped on board 
the pilot-boat and was saved. The Amethyst, of Dublin, ashore. The Ceres, pilot-boat, ashore; 
all hands saved. The Huntress, of Workington, ashore in Broughton Bay; total wreck, crew 
supposed to be lost. The Jeune Colme, of Jersey, gone to pieces on a rock; all hands lost. The 
Ann, of Barnstaple, ashore in Broughton Bay; crew lost. The Sophie, of Begueville, supposed 
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to have gone down with all hands. The Charles Walker, no tidings. The Brothers, of Llanelly, 
ashore in Broughton Bay; broken in two, crew saved. The Onward, of Llanelly, lost with the 
master, Captain David Clement, his son, and the pilot, Christopher Lewis the rest of the crew 
saved. The Roscino ashore; total wreck, crew lost. The Waterlily and Fanny also ashore, both 
crews lost. A despatch dated Porthdinllaen, January 25th, says —I have again to report the 
success of the Cotton Sheppard lifeboat, belonging to the National Life- boat Institution, and 
her gallant crew. During a most terrific gale yesterday a schooner was seen exhibiting a signal 
of distress, and the lifeboat at once put off. After a severe struggle through a most fearful sea, 
she reached the schooner, which was the Denbighshire Lass, of Chester, bound from Cardiff to 
Liverpool with a cargo of coal. She had parted one of her chains, and was in danger of being 
driven on shore. The lifeboat landed the crew of four men, and made the vessel as secure as 
possible, and as the wind moderated,  she weathered the gale, and the men returned to her next 
morning. 
LOSS OF A WELSH SCHOONER AND ALL HANDS.
Stranraer, Saturday. The schooner Emily Jane, of Carnarvon, was wrecked at North Cairn. All 
hands were lost. She is a total wreck. 
CASUALTIES IN THE CHANNEL. 
On Saturday, the Kiltearn, Captain Jeffrey, hence for Demerara, was compelled to put into 
Beaumaris through stress of weather. The ship Jane Henderson, Captain M’Kinnon, which 
sailed from Liverpool for Glasgow on Friday, in tow of a Clyde tug steamer, was fallen in with 
on Saturday, riding to two anchors, about twenty-four miles N.N.W. of the Bell Buoy of the 
Queen’s Channel, by the Isle of Man Company’s steamer Mona’s Isle, Captain Skillicorn, when 
on her passage from Ramsey to Liverpool. Captain Skillicorn succeeded in taking her in tow, 
although it was still blowing strong from the W.N.W., and after slipping both anchors brought 
her safely back to the Mersey, where she was taken in tow by the steam-tug Slasher, and placed 
in the north docks. Captain Scott, of the Glasgow steamer Princess Royal, reports having, 
on Friday last, encountered (when coming down the Firth of Clyde) a severe gale from S, to 
S.S.W., in consequence of which he directed the course of the steamer for Loch Ryan, where 
she sheltered until the gale had abated. She arrived safe in Liverpool, at three p.m. on Saturday. 
LOSS OF A BARQUE AND FOUR LIVES. 
A sad occurrence is reported with respect to the barque Mersey, Captain Tucker, which sailed 
from Liverpool on Thursday for Africa. On Saturday night, daring a north-west gale, she struck 
on the West Hoyle Bank, where she has since remained. It is said that four of her crew were 
drowned, and that eleven were rescued by the Point of Ayr lifeboat. Nothing, however, appears 
at present to be known of the circumstances of the disaster. The barque seems to have been 
singularly unfortunate recently, for it is only about a week since that she sailed from the river, 
but owing to the severity of the weather she encountered in the channel she was compelled to 
return to port. She sailed the second time on Thursday last, as already stated. She is a vessel of 
494 tons.
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This rudder was washed ashore near Barmouth. The name of the vessel is unknown.
7.0 Analysis.
The newspaper reports show that the ‘Wapella’ came ashore at Llanddwywe, between 
Barmouth and Harlech, after which the cargo, hull and equipment was sold on the beach. No 
records have been located to suggest that she was re-floated. Some reports state that Captain 
Orr’s body was initially buried locally, but was later disinterred and taken across the Atlantic 
for final burial. The author has found burial records for Oak Grove Cemetery in Bath, Maine, 
that include other persons named Orr, but not that of Captain Isaac Orr.  

8.0 Conclusions & Recommendations.
Running ashore on a gently-sloping, sandy beach, the ‘Wapella’ must have initially grounded 
some distance from the high-water mark, but was probably broken up where she lay, thereby 
removing any evidence of a shipwreck.  
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